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Abstract: In the CopperAgeprincely tumulus o fGruda Boljevi¢a in Podgorica/Montenegro, almost
200 skeletal medieval graves with characteristic stone tombsfrom the 12thand 13thcentury A.D. were
excavated. In the grave inventories mostly earrings werefound; simple bronze as well as silver rings
and qualityfiligree earrings made ofbronze or silver with one wreath and a small bead made of8 tiny
granules. The latter type ofearrings represents a commonform in the wide area ofthe Posavina and
Podunavlje region and all the way through the region of the Little Carpathians and Oltenia. Across
the Pomoravlje district, their distribution is connected with some necropolises in northern Macedonia.

In the Middle Age necropolis ofGruda Boljevi¢a in Podgorica, in grave no. 146, also extraordinary
finefiligreedpair ofsilver earrings with large beads and two wreathsofgranules on each side, with a
loop and a hookforfixing were excavated. As it seems these were beautiful earrings worn especially in
the Morava River basin, and are unique in the Zetaplain in Montenegro.

An analysis ofthe earrings enables their tracking to the places oftheir origin in the central Balkan
and Podunavlje region and identifying the common trends ofmedieval and post-medieval burials and
consequently recognition o fthe common clothing and religious customs o fthat time.
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For this solemn occasion the most appropriate way to show our respect to the work
ofElica Maneva is by writing an article aboutwomen’sjewelry - the theme, which was
the most popular in her life opus. For that occasion we chose a special type of earring
with a wreath and granulation of wide prevalence that is also found on medieval
Macedonian necropolises in Mokrino, Negotino, Demir Kapija, DebreSte and Struga.
Although that precious earring-type like ours on Fig. 1is uncommon in Macedonia,
it was the subject of research in several publications by Maneva or in representative
monographs about Macedonian jewelry.1

In grave inventories from the 12thand 13thcentury and also in some sporadic findings
in the central Balkans, earrings with one petite or more filigree made wreaths were
found (fig. 1). More than 50 years ago they were recognized by Slavenka Ercegovi¢-
Pavlovié2as a special earring-type, spread in the central Balkan area.

1 MaHesa E. 1992; Maneva 2005, etc.
2 EpuetsuE-Iasnosu!! S. 1972.
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Fig. 1 Podgorica-Gruda Boljevica, earrings from grave no. 35 (1), 146 (2) i 177 (3).1, 3
bronze, 2 silver (photo TomaZ Lauko, Narodni muzej Slovenije, 2003).

In the medieval necropolis of Gruda Boljevi¢a in Podgorica/Montenegro, which
was dug into the surface of the tumulus of the Copper Age, nearly 200 skeletal burials
in the characteristic funerary architecture of stone slabs were discovered in 2001.3
There were in them proportionally little grave goods or clothing and also jewelry
was preserved only by the smaller part of deceased female. Female jewelry consists
of single pieces or pairs, especially in the form of simple open bronze or silver small
rings, and some ofthem have thickening or a glass bead. Only in three grave inventories
were found quality medieval earrings (Fig. 1; 2).

For this occasion we want to represent these earrings of extraordinary beauty which
stand out intheir precise filigree work ofthe applied wreaths and granules. Five earrings
were found in three graves: two pairs and one single earring. Bronze or silver earrings
with one wreath and a small bead made of 8 tiny granules are present in the necropolis
in Podgorica-Gruda Boljevi¢a in graves no. 35 and no. 177, and an extraordinary fine
filigree made pair of silver earrings (with a large bead and two wreaths of granules on
each side, with a loop and hook for fixing) was excavated in grave no. 146 (Fig. 1; 2).

Earrings from these three graves are exceptional examples of the jewelry in the
necropolis in Podgorica. As we will see they are represented in some other medieval
necropolises, although not in large numbers. Earrings with one wreath composed of a
simple circlet, which on one side ends with a loop, but on the other side with a hook
for closing (Fig. 1. 1,3). The earring is on the clasp adorned with a wreath of granules
- a bead made of 8 tiny uniform granules. That type of earring, with one wreath and
a small bead made of 8 tiny granules (named also earring with astragal; after Jeicu
2012, 51) is known all over the central Balkans as well as in Romania.

The best analogy for the earrings with a wreath, loop and hook for closing from
Gruda Boljeviéa is an example from the grave no. 223 from Malvanska Mitrovica4,

3 Bulatovi¢-Savelji¢ L. et al. 2014.
4 Ercegovic-Pavlovié¢ S., 1980, PL. XXII.
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Fig. 2 Podgorica-Gruda Boljeviéa, types of medieval earrings, M=I:2 (drawing Janja
Tratnik Sumi, Institut za dedi$Cino Sredozemlja Univerza na Primorskem 2003)
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Fig. 3 Distribution of earring types discussed in text: green: earrings with a big bead and
two granulated rings, blue: earrings with a granulated ring and end with a loop and a hook,
red: earrings with a granulated ring without a loop:

1 Podgorica (sl. 1: 1, 2); ZZupanja (Vinski, 1949, T. VII:52-53); 3 Bosnjaci (Cecuk, Dom, 1967,
407); 4 Macvanska Mitrovica (Ercegovié-Pavlovi¢, 1980, PI. XX- graveno. 51; XXII - grave no.
223); 5 Beograd (MapjaHoBUK-ByjoBuk,1989, Sl. 25); 6 Mirijevo (bajanosn6 bypTawesuk,1960, T.
VII: 3-4; bajanoBuk-Xamku-Mewwmk, 1984, T. I: 9); 7 Vinca (Epuerosuk-Masnosuk, 1972, Sl. 4);

8 Brestovik (EpuerosuE-MNasnosuE, 1972, Sl. 4; Corovié-Ljubinkovié, 1956, Fig. 4);

9 Rogojevac (Epuerosuk-Nasnosuk, 1972, Sl. 4); 10 Doni¢koBrdo (Epuerosuk-Maenosuk, 1972, Sl.
4); 11 Vrane (T>ypnfr, 1995, sl. 5-6); 12 Dobraca (Epuerosu6-asnosuk, 1972, Sl. 4; apataHuH,
apawaHuH, 1955, SI. 11: a); 13 Ratina (Jbamuk-Banosuu, 1988, T. I);

14 Trajane (MapjaHoBUK-ByjoBuk, TomMuk, 1982, pp. 65, 66, cat. no. 360; Marjanovic-Vujovic,
1984, T. VIII: 103-2; XI: 149/1-2; XXIV: 319-2); 15 DonjaToponica (EpLerosuk-raenosuk, 1972,
Sl. 4); 16 NiS (EpueroBmE-TNaBnoBuE, 1972, Sl. 4); 17 Gusevac (Paguyesuk, 2002, pp. 63, 64, 88, T. I:
1-2; 1I: 3); 18 Veliki izvor (Epuerosuk-Masnosuk, 1972, Sl. 4); 19 Kostolac (MapjaHoBME-ByjoBuK,
1989, Sl. 26); 20 Gornea (Teicu, 2002, Fig. 18: 3); 21 SopotuVechi (Teicu, 2002, Fig. 18: 10);

22 Cuptoare (Jeicu, 2002, Fig. 18: 1-2,4-9, 11-13); 24 Prahovo (Epuerosuk-asnosuk, 1972, Sl.
4); 25 Obarcia Noua (Grigorov, 1999, T. I: IF-3); 26 Mokrino (MaHeea, 1992, T. 13: 89/11; MaHeBa,
AHaHueB, 1987-1989, Sl. 1); 27 Negotino (Maneva, 2005, Cat. no. 17h);

28 Demir Kapija (Aleksova, 1966, T. XIII: 71, 73; XXIII: 4; MaHeBa, 1992, T. 13: 31/137 and31:
11); 29 DebreSte (Manesa, 1992, T. 13: 67/10); 30 Struga (MaHeBa, 1992, T. 13: 86/6a,b).
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and a similar earring is recorded in the find at GruSevac.5Conceptually the same types
of earrings (although it consists of one bead oftwo lines of tiny granules) are known
from the location at DaraZin BoSnjaci6.

These earrings with a small bead are widely spread reaching from the Zeta plain in
the south (Podgorica) until the southern edge of the Posavina and until the Podunavlje
region in the northwest (Macvanska Mitrovica, Bo3njaci)7. In one case these earrings
were found below the massif Stara planina at Svrljiga in the Gusevac8find (Fig. 3).

Much more numerous are the similar earrings with wreaths of eight tiny granules
which are set on the simple open ring made of bronze round wire. Its edge is pointed
and has no hook for closing. That type of earring is a common find in a wide area
reaching from the Posavina and Podunavlje regions to the Little Carpathians and
Oltenia. Across the Pomoravlje district their distribution is connected with some
necropolises in northern Macedonia (Fig. 3).9

A quite extraordinary find is an earring with a bead and two wreaths composed of a
simple ring which has on one halfa loop and on the other halfa hook for closing (Fig.
1: 2; 3: 146). Below the loop is a decorative wreath made of granules - beads of 8 tiny
uniform granules. An equally formed wreath is set opposite to the wreath on the ring.
In the middle is set a large bead made with a filigree technique and with granulation
in two equal halves.

Earrings of this production belong to a wider group of earrings with three wreaths
of granules, a group which is well known in jewelry production from the 10thcentury
onward. For that type is characteristic three uniform beads. During this development
there were added one or three larger beads and therefore the latter type represents late
middle-aged jewelry. Technically, the wreaths of tiny granules are usually fastened
circularly on the silver ring at three places on the lower half. On both sides of each of
those filigree wreaths there could be on the ring coiled and twisted silver wire.

An extraordinary fine filigree made pair of silver earrings (with a big bead and two
wreaths of granules on each side with loop and hook for closing) is found in a female
grave no. 146 in Gruda Boljevica (Fig. 1; 2). Its only analogy is provided by a pair of
earrings in the grave no. 149 on the necropolis of Tmjana at AleksinacIOlbetween the
mountains Rtanj and Jastrebac in the upper stream of the southern Morava River.

Another two similar examples (though different variants) were discovered in the
finds Ratina kod Kraljevauin western Morava and in GuSevac below Stara planinal2

5 Pagnuesn [.,2002, 88, T. II: 3.

6 Cecuk B,, Dom A., 1967,407.

7 Macvanska Mitrovica: Ercegovic¢-Pavlovi¢ S., 1980, PL. XX; BoSnjaci: Cetuk B. Dom A., 1976,407.

8 Paguyeswnk A.,2002, T. I: : 1, 2; 1I: 3.

9 We cite only a part of the recent literature bajanoBuk-Xagpku-rfenwE M- 1984, T. I: 9, MaHeBa
E., AHaHueBJ., 1987-1989,222, sl. 1, Maneva E. 2005, 51, cat. no. 17ab; Biki¢ V. 2010, 58, sl. 30: 10.

0 Biki¢ V., 2010, 63, sl. 33: 13.

1 /bamr/b-Banosuy H., 1988, T. I.

2 Pagnyesul ., 2002, 63-64, T. I: 1-2.
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Those sites clearly show that the crossroads of Southern, Western and Great Morava
is the area with the largest concentration of these types of earrings (Ratina, Tmjane,
Gusevac), whereas only one pair is found far to the south in Podgorica in the Zeta
valley of Montenegro (Fig. 3).

Not only for the specimen of earrings with a big bead and two wreaths of granules,
but also for those simpler ones with one or two wreaths, in which one edge is pointed
(with or without a loop and hook for fixing) values the dating of Vesna Bikic, stated
from the 11th century until the first decade ofthe 13th century.l3The finds in Romania
are dated between the mid-12th and mid-13th century¥which more or less corresponds
to the time span of burials in the necropolis at Gruda Boljevica in Podgorica.

Conclusion

On the basis of the wreath of granules, thin wire wound around the wreaths and the
ring with a loop and hook for fixing, both types of earrings belong to the related group
and therefore they could originate from the same workshop.

An analysis of the jewelry, in our case earrings, enables its tracing to the areas of
its production in central Balkan and Podunavlje region, as well as the recognition
of common trends in medieval and post-medieval burial cultures, thus the common
clothing and religious customs ofthe period.

These cultural andreligious connections are also affirmedby the funerary architecture,
which in the case of stone tombs consists of larger slabs and is significantly related
to the natural sources of stone. That architecture is usual for the Middle Ages, as it is
found in the wider area from Herzegovina to Albania.
some comparable Macedonian necropolises with stone tombs were published by Elica
Maneva: Krstevi (64 graves) and wasteland Cukarka (42 graves)’s Both locations
(regarding their appearence and structure) resemble the necropolis in Gruda Boljevica.
That type of architecture is quite common for Macedonia and the tombs are similarly
built of stone slabs of different sizes what is confirmed also by A. Mitkovski for the
surroundings of Prilepléand by L. BlaZevska for the village BistrenciIavith the burials,
dating between the 1lthand l4thcentury.

B Bikié V. 2010, 58.

U TeicuD., 2012, 52.

B ManeBa E., 1996; 2000; 2004.
B Mitkovski A., 2002.

I7 Blazevska L., 1995; 2005.



Folia Axchaeologica Balkanica 111, 2015 527

[Mpunor KoH no3HaBawe Ha 06eTKUTe
Ha LleHTpaneH bankaH n Bo TpaHcuneaHuja

Pe3nme

Ha TymynoT HapeueH pyga bomeBunKa Bo Moaropuua (LpHa Mopa), on BpemeTo
Ha 6akapHOTO fgoba, npoHajaeHn ce okony 200 MHXYMUPaHU CpefHOBEKOBHM rpoboBY
of XII n XIIlI Bek. Mefy rpo6HUOT MHBEHTap, Npeg ce, ce U3aBojyBaaT 06eTKUTE,
e4HOCTaBHN OpPOH3eHW, Kako W cpebpeHW BO BMJ Ha anka-06eTKM CO KBa/iMTeTHa
(hmnurpaHcka n3paboTka of 6poH3a, O4HOCHO Cpebpo, CO efleH BeHel 1 mMana nepna
CO OCYM CUTHM rpaHynn. OBOj TUM Ha HaYLIHULKM NPETCTaByBa YeCT Haoj Ha LUMPOKO
nogpadyje u e 3actaneH of lNocasje v MNogyHasje fo o6nactute Ha Manute Kapnatu
n OnteHnje, a npeky lNMomopasje HMBHATa ANCTPUOYLMja Ce NOBP3YyBa U CO HEKOMKY
HeKponosv BO cesepHa MakefoHuja.

Ha Hekpononata 'pyaa bosbeBuka Bo Mogropuuya, Bo rpo6oT 146 e npoHajaeH
N3BOHPEAHO (PMHO, (YUIUTPAHCKN M3paboTeH nap CpebpeHn HayLWHWULKW, CO rofieMa
jarofia v ABa BEHLW CO rpaHy/nu Of CeKoja CTpaHa, Co jaMKa M KyKa 3a 3aKon4yBahe.
Kako WTo e npuKaxaHo, OBMe NMpeKkpacHN 06eTKN HOCEHW Ce, rNaBHO, BO o6/siacTa Ha
CNMBOT Ha pekata Mopasa W nmpeTcTaByBaaT CBOEBPCEH YHUKaT, A1a60K0 Ha jyr, BO
3eTckarta pamHuua Bo LipHa Nopa.
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